CRPD Bureau message – important logistical information (24 November 2020)

Dear Colleagues,
With reference to the email circulated by the CRPD CoSP Secretariat on 23 November, please, find here below a summary with important information on participation at the upcoming CoSP. 

1. The Draft Programme for the 13th Session (as of 23 November 2020) is now available online at the devoted website page of the UN ENABLE website http://bit.ly/un-cosp13.
 
1. Credentials: Per requested,  to facilitate your participation in the COSP13 session meetings, all delegations, if have not yet done so, are requested to send immediately to the Secretariat, a scanned copy of the credentials via emailing the Secretariat (zhangg@un.org, satarova@un.org) and the original copy should be brought to the secretariat in East Documents Counter inside the General Assembly Hall on 30 November.
 
1. Registration for the in-person and virtual meetings. Those delegations that have not yet done so, are requested to register immediately online on the two devoted website links announced in the UN Journal in order to: (1) designate the one representative of the delegation to attend the 30 Nov in person meeting and election, at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/cosp13-inperson; and (2) to attend 4 virtual meetings on 1 and 3 December at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/delegation-cosp13-virtual. 
 
1. Access to the virtual meetings. Online registration for attending the virtual meetings via the devoted link (https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/delegation-cosp13-virtual) will be closed on 26 November. All registered participants will receive an invitation with a WebEx link and password, via their email address that is provided during their registration, no later than 28 November midnight. Due to the actual capacity limitation of the „virtual room” and for the sake of the net safety, the WebEx link details, including password, shall not be shared further, and will not be published publicly.

1. Making a request for the floor during the Q and A segment of a virtual meeting (1 and 3 December): Delegations participating in the roundtable via the WebEx platform can request to take the floor during the interactive discussion/Q+A segment of the roundtable by submitting a request via an “Interactive dialogue speaker request form” on this link: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe6fkO9ZB6a26mM-sr4MLzfgOYumdPwOh57okpgZ2l3_9ZzDw/closedform. This link will also be pasted in the WebEx chatbox when the virtual meeting starts, and the form will not be open (will not receive registrations) UNTIL the completion of presentations by all panellists and when the Chair announces that the floor is open. Registrants will be called upon on a first come first serve basis. Accredited NGOs, UN entities and National Human Rights Institutions who already pre-registered will be invited to take the floor after every three speakers of States Parties during the Q and A segment.

1. Important information on interpretation: The virtual platforms that will be used for the thirteenth session of the COSP are Webex Event and Interprefy audio application. Participants will be provided a link to login to Webex, which will feature the roundtable itself, in the original language (floor audio). Remote simultaneous interpretation to the 6 UN official languages will be provided through Interprefy audio application, which can be used through a second electronic device (another laptop or a mobile app). This arrangement serves accessibility requirements, as screen readers are only compatible with the Webex platform. The Webex platform will include International Sign interpretation and closed captioning, and will be streamed live via UN WebTV. Webcast on UN WebTV will include interpretation to all six United Nations’ official languages. In summary, those delegates who wish to access the Webex platform to make an intervention during the roundtables, and need intepretation, should download the Interprefy AUDIO APP and use it as an audio during the meeting (while muting the original audio from Webex). Those delegates who wish to follow the event on any UN language but do not plan to request the floor, can follow the event simply via UN WebTV. Guides on using the audio app can be found on the CoSP website under “Technical Guidance”.  
1. Useful information notes and guidance published online. To facilitate participation in the meetings of the CoSP13, the Secretariat published a set of information notes and technical guidance that contains useful information about the session and its meetings. Delegations are encouraged to consult these resources in advance of the COSP meetings. The list includes notably:
· Logistical and procedural aspects for holding the in-person meeting of the 13th session of the Conference of States Parties to the CRPD and elections of nine members of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities whose term expires on 31 December 2020;
· Social distanced seating chart in the General Assembly Hall, vehicular and pedestrian maps (as of 23 November);
· Information note for  using WebEx and Interprefy platform https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/wp-content/uploads/sites/15/2020/11/COSP13-InformationNote.pdf.
1. For more information about the COSP13 session, please visit our UN EANBEL website page that is devoted to the COSP13: http://bit.ly/un-cosp13.
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